
Rachel Thompkins
September 11, 1937 - July 16, 2024

The Extraordinary Life of 
RACHEL JUANITA MILLER THOMPKINS 

 Sunrise: September 11, 1937 ~ Sunset: July 16, 2024 
 

“And we know that ALL things work together for good to them that love God,to
them who are the called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28 

 

GOD DID A MIRACULOUS THING ONE GLORIOUS DAY— 
 On Saturday, September 11, 1937, God gave a gift to the Late Reverend D.V.

and the Late Bertha Ann Miller, a strong and fearless baby girl, whom they
named “Rachel Juanita.” Rachel was designed to leave her mark through the
heavenly capabilities and unction which was her stamp and served as a
blessing to others. Rachel was with ten (10) other siblings, for whom she was
uniquely equipped. 

 

In 1940, leaving their home in Jacksonville FL, Rachel and her family
relocated to Pompano Beach, FL, where she became a permanent resident.
She was a member of Hopewell Baptist Church, where her 
father, D.V. Miller, was the pastor and founder. In 1952, she met the “Love of
her Life” Jethero Thompkins Sr., they courted for one year and married
September 19, 1953, right after her sixteenth (16) 
birthday. 



In 1954, Rachel received Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior. She and
Jethero started their work of ministry at Church of God in Christ No. 2 under
the leadership of the Late Elder Charlie Thomas and later under the
leadership of the Late Elder Robert L. Robinson and now known as Thomas
Temple Church of God in Christ. Because of her anointed bass voice, she
gained popularity with many different people and ministries. She served in the
Sunshine Band, in Choir No.1 and she served in the Young Women Christian
Council. In that same year she had given birth to her first child. 

 

From this union, ten (10) children were born: eight (8) boys and two (2) girls
and a few adopted. Rachel had the pleasure of being a “stay at home mom”
never having to work for money a day in her life. She enjoyed being a mother
to her children and many other children that she did not physically birth but
accepted them in her heart. Rachel enjoyed traveling the world with her
husband, children and friends. 

 

In 1986, Rachel took her ministry to Bible Talk under the leadership of Pastor
Mary Branch now known as Bible Teachers Ministries under the leadership of
Pastor Tanya Thomas, where she has remained the rest of her days. The life
she knew would never be the same. Rachel and Jethero were the twenty-sixth
members to join Bible Talk. Rachel received her consecration as Pastor and
Prophetess and she served her church in many roles, on the Determinant
Council, Leader of Prayer Council, President of the Sisterhood, and Marriage
Council and last but definitely not least, she was a well-known soloist. It was
in this ministry that she became known as “Sister T”. 

 

Sister T was instrumental in helping to counsel and mentor people in the
paths of righteousness. She was faithful in every capacity which the Lord
chose to use her. She lived a life of self-denial. She has opened her doors to
many people and their families. She dedicated her life to visiting and bringing



comfort to the sick and shut-in. Sister T would take her daughter Carol with
her on visits to hospitals and different homes 
praying and fellowshipping with the elders and the disable. Sister T was the
epitome of a prayer warrior, she got up at 4a.m. EVERY morning to pray for
her family and loved ones. Many times, in her prayers you would hear her
praying for the nation—she was so passionate about talking with the Lord that
you could hear her praying through the walls. She was the intercessor for her
family and hundreds of other families. She loved her family beyond measure.
She also had a passion for “Praise and Worship”— Sister T found delight in
Praising the Lord. One of her favorite things to do was sing songs of praise
with her daughter and granddaughter. 

 

On the night of Tuesday, July 16, 2024, after Rachel had been visited by loved
ones, her Pastor prayed a sweet soft prayer for comfort and soon after God
embraced Rachel’s desire to be with him and called her home. RACHEL
JUANITA MILLER THOMPKINS was blessed by God to live 86 years, now her
prayers, words of encouragement, and godly counsel will direct the family and
those whose lives she impacted forever. She has now been reunited with her
husband, Jethero Thompson, and her son: Jethero Derrick Thompkins. In
addition, we’re certain that her parents, siblings and many others are now
gathered around her. 

 

LEFT TO SAVOR HER MEMORIES 
Siblings: Sister: Clara Murray and Sister-in-law: Juanita “Zola” Raysor 

 Children: Dail McCleod (George), Craig Thompkins, Winfred Thompkins
(Precious), Kelvin Thompkins (Valerie), Troy Thompkins (Carmen), Keith
Thompkins (Cynthia), Delton Thompkins, Carol Thompkins-Heck (Rodney),
Brent Thompkins 

 God Children: Karen Chatfield, Billy Josey, Calvin Wright and Anne Woods 
 Also to cherish the memories is a host of nieces and nephews and well over



200 grands, great grands, 
and great great grands. Certainly, there will be a void in the hearts of her Bible
Teachers Ministries 

 Church Family. 
 

You can shed tears that Sister T is gone 
 Or you can smile because she has lived. 
 You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back 

 Or you can open your eyes and see all that she has left. 
 Your heart can be empty because you can’t see her 

 Or you can be full of the love that you shared. 
 You can turn your back on tomorrow and relive yesterday 

 Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday. 
 You can remember her and only that she is gone 

 Or you can cherish her memory and let it live on. 
 You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back 

 Or you can do what Sister T would want: 
 smile, open your eyes, love and go on— 
 always remembering whatever it is to 

 TELL GOD ABOUT IT



Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 26. 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM (ET)

L.C. Poitier Funeral Home
317 NW 6th Street
Pompano Beach, FL 33060
(954) 943-7050
info@lcpoitier.com
https://www.lcpoitierfuneralhome.com/

Service

JUL 27. 12:00 PM (ET)

Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church
890 NW 15th Street
Pompano Beach, FL 33060

mailto:info@lcpoitier.com
https://www.lcpoitierfuneralhome.com/


Tribute Wall

PF

Phyllis Hamilton & The Braggs Family - July 26, 2024 at 12:11
AM

Phyllis Hamilton & The Braggs Family purchased
the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family
of Rachel Thompkins.

L.C. Poitier Funeral Home - July 25, 2024 at 05:55 PM

67 files added to the album LifeTributes

https://www.lcpoitierfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lcpoitierfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


CC

L.C. Poitier Funeral Home - July 25, 2024 at 05:43 PM

10 files added to the album Memories Album

Connie McIntosh Coley - July 25, 2024 at 01:20 PM

I have so many fond memories of Sis Rachel.
She was there for my family when our mom
passed away, leaving her family and traveling
to Ohio to help care for us. She was one of
our Sunday School and YPWW teachers. She
was a mentor for the teenagers and young adults. My deepest
condolences and prayers to her family.



FL

Flemings - July 24, 2024 at 11:09 PM

To my oh so classy Grandma I love you so
much & miss you like crazy. Thank you for
being more than our Granny but a Mommy,
the love you bestowed upon so me & my
siblings is unmatched. 

 Sleep in sweet peace. Our beautiful Queen we love you so much.
Writing this hurts more than you know. 
Grandma, you were a force of nature and I love you fiercely. ... 

 What an incredible life my grandmother lived. ... 
 You have been a beacon of strength for our family for decades; may

you rest in peace Big momma�  
 With love Brittany,TJ, Ta’ylar & Talani

L.C. Poitier Funeral Home - July 24, 2024 at 09:47 AM

20 files added to the album Memories Album



RM

R(

Rosa McFarlin - July 23, 2024 at 10:52 AM

Rosa McFarlin lit a candle in memory of
Rachel Thompkins

Rosa McFarlin (Kennesaw,GA) - July 23, 2024 at 10:50 AM

Rosa McFarlin (Kennesaw,GA) sent a virtual
gift in memory of Rachel Thompkins

L.C. Poitier Funeral Home - July 22, 2024 at 05:21 PM

34 files added to the album Memories Album



OH

DM



JD

Ola Handy - July 22, 2024 at 04:11 PM

My heartfelt sympathies and condolences to
the Thompkins Family. Peace and blessings
to you all.

Darryl McIntosh - July 22, 2024 at 10:13 AM

Darryl McIntosh lit a candle in memory of
Rachel Thompkins

July 22, 2024 at 09:47 AM

Rainbow Of Remembrance Spray was purchased
for the family of Rachel Thompkins.

Jacqueline Dennis - July 21, 2024 at 08:04 AM

My Heartfelt Condolences , 
  

Jacqueline Kay Thomas-Dennis

https://www.lcpoitierfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4325&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.lcpoitierfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4325&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


VR

BM

LJ

Vanessa Russell - July 19, 2024 at 07:29 PM

My prayers and condolences too the
Thompkins Family during your time of
bereavement.

BeLinda Moore - July 19, 2024 at 01:49 PM

My condolences to Thompkins Family.

LaDoris Paige Jordan - July 18, 2024 at 12:23 PM

LaDoris Paige Jordan lit a candle in memory
of Rachel Thompkins

LP
LaDoris Paige - July 18, 2024 at 12:27 PM

Deepest Sympathy and prayers to the Thompkins Family



KR

PJ

CH

CH

Karen Rhoulhac - July 17, 2024 at 07:12 PM

Karen Rhoulhac lit a candle in memory of
Rachel Thompkins

Pearl Jones - July 17, 2024 at 04:45 PM

Pearl Jones lit a candle in memory of Rachel
Thompkins

Cyneria Gay Howard - July 17, 2024 at 09:49 AM

Cyneria Gay Howard sent a virtual gift in
memory of Rachel Thompkins

Cyneria Gay Howard - July 17, 2024 at 09:48 AM

Cyneria Gay Howard sent a virtual gift in
memory of Rachel Thompkins



WJ

Wilbert Jones - July 17, 2024 at 09:30 AM

My prayers and condolences are with the
Thompkins family. Mother Rachel Thompkins
Rest in Heaven #72

VO
Vanester Osborne - July 17, 2024 at 09:38 AM

My condolences to the Tompkins family may God strengthen and
comfort you through this journey of life. 

PK
Patty Kennedy - July 21, 2024 at 02:51 PM

Condolences from the Martin, Kennedy and Hannah families. To be
absent from the body is to present with The Lord.


